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RESIDENTIAL FEED-IN TARIFF SCHEME — COST OVERRUNS 

204. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Will the Premier now sack the Minister for Energy for his gross incompetence, 

which has cost the state $400 million, and for trying to cover up this fiasco? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

There have been problems with this scheme; I do not deny that for a moment. In debate on the matter of public 

interest, I will go through and trace the scheme. I do have confidence in the minister. As he has explained, there 

was a range of issues. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I formally call you to order for the first time today. I am sure this 

particular issue is going to get an airing in the house later on. It might be better to save some of that passion for 

that moment. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: While the scheme did cost significantly more than was intended—there was no loss, no 

scandal and no WA Inc stuff where money just disappeared—all of this money, every single dollar, went to 

support the installation of renewable energy, household photovoltaics, to 76 000 houses. 

It is a bit cute, is it not, because when the scheme was put into permanent suspension, what did the Labor Party 

say? Hon Kate Doust, known to members in this house, came out strongly on the day and said, “WA Labor 

supports a feed-in tariff and needs your help to get the scheme restored by collecting signatures.” It was the 

opposition spokesperson who came out and immediately called for it to be reinstated. Do members opposite want 

a feed-in tariff scheme or not? Perhaps they might tell us during the matter of public interest. 

 


